A Marriage She Didnodot As

The door opened and i n wa
is for you. Wi | | you sign h
clipboard.

She hesitated for a momént finally signed it.
0Thank you. o6 He handed her
After he left, she opened it.

oOWhods it from?dé Danielle
coffee.

o0oThompson & Thompson Law F

Daniell eds eyes grew wide
chais. someone suing you?bé6

ol donot think so.06 Appre
document and started reading it. Color drained from her face.
00h no. 6

oWhat ?6 Danielle | eaned f
to watch whether or not her winning team would aget
touchdown.

o | canot believe he did t
seat, her heart racing in a mixture of anger and horror.

oDid what?!d She jumped ujy
spilled from her cup, she did

0This candét be | egal!é

0 Wh?at What candt be | egal ?

Amy glanced from her friend to the document and
flipped through the pages so she could make sure she

understood it right. Thi s coc

sick and twisted joke! OHe |
Danielle finly put the cup down and loudly groaned.

oWi |l | you please tell me alr

0 Mr . Rudol ph married me by

*k*
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What Nathan Wants

Chapter One

OAe you sure you want to do

Nathan Rudolph raised any e br ow i n Tyl
direction. oYou k n me bet
Wedve been friends f

ow
or two de
Tyl er shook ,bus headve e
anything this unexpected. 0O
Nat han i gnored t he young
Instead, his piercing blue eyes swept across his spacious offic
with windows stretching from the floor to the ceiling, giving
him an arple view of downtown Omahaathan, the owner
and presidenof Rudolph Travel Agencwas prod of his
accomplishmentsHowever, despitall the fame and fortune
he obtained over his forty years on Earth, one thing was
missing: an heir, someone he could leave his company to wher
he died.
The telephone on his large mahogany desk buzzed.
Swiveling in his leather chair ethimatched his desk and the
two chairs in front of it, he liftedte r ece? & er . 0



Ruth Ann Nordin

OMi ss Debra Raymondarmes he
Rileshis secretaygaid.

0Good. Tyl er will bring
set the phone down and shut his lppt&tanding up, he told
Tyler, 0Give me a quick gl i mp

Tyler loudly sighed, shifting uncomfortably on the soft
bl ack carpet before reading
Raymond is twerty i n e . Sheds been in
years andds an impressive salesordo

Nat han held wup his hand t
about her empl oyment history.
what her interests are, has she been married, does she have kid

Stuff Iike that. o
GroaningTyl er went down the |
kids. She | i kes biking, cano

He momentarily grimaced. His strength came from his
mind, and he had no desire to explore the outdoors. His idea of
roughing it was to fly coach.

0She occasionally reads fiction but prefers to live life
rather than read about it, o
both alive and live in San Antonio. She has two brothers and a
sister. She has a couple aebeyfriends but none were serious.
Herlmgest relationship | asted

OWhat caused the break ups

OAlI'l she would tell me i S

ONot compati bl e? Wh a t d
boyfriends not into camping?

ol dondt know, N mdreefrom herl ¢
than that. o Tyler shot him a
interview all these women without arousing their suspicion.
They believe you are consider

He shrugged. oYoudre the
you havetodothensbf un part of the | ol

0
6
(
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olf thatds what you can c
of single women in your <compeé
want me to continue?d6d He moti

0That s enough Bring Herig@h, & h

he began before the blondmam ul d | eave t he
remind you that even though you are a friend, you are my
empl oyee. |l 6d prefer it i f
attitude out there. | like to keep the atmosphers pleat . 0
Though his words were firm, they were also kind.

oYes, boss. 6 Tyl er gave
betraying him.

Nat han chuckl ed. He | i ke
afraid to voice his opinion. In a world where people kissed up
tohimtogetsmet hi ng, Tyl erds hones

was why héired him. After Veroniche learned the value of
honesty. He shook his head. Hisviég was safely in the past.

When Debra came into the
Raymond, will you have atsé&a 6

The perky thin blond nodded and quickly complied.
She was surprisingly stunnidgoparently, she knew it too, for
when she crossed her legs, she wiggled so that her skirt wa:
forced halfway up her thigh.

Nat han returned t quedtidnsto s e ¢
ask you. 6 He ceof papeeid front pf himbarel p
read the questions he had wri
your childhood I ike?6

oGreat . o

oDid anything happen that
i fe?6

She gi ggl e dnless you Maunt that thne tl
wrestled a rattler to the gro
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0You did what?6é6 He didnodt
but it was unfathomable that anyone, let alone a female, would
dare do such a thing.

ol t was not hing. Ri ght
through the Amazon with my father. There were more
adventures there.o

He held the piece of paper in front of him and imagined
what his life would bliéke with her. Confronting wild animals,
risking his life along the way, and probably dying of ankiety.
one of those animals didndt
was much better off living a nice, comfortable life safe at home
where his biggest danger was his wife trying to talk him into
changing a dirty diaper.

Standing up

, umds like you lthye a ioWe |
of excitement t

o |l ook forward
p and cl apped

She jumped u
I me an, Il didndt think it wou
He blinked and stiffened. Did he miss something?
She | eaned forwar d awodn owi r
anyone else | got the promoti

As she giggled again and practically did a marathon run
out of the room, he groaned. Right. She had no idea what he
was really doing.

Tyl er entered the office
unusually happy. s she the one?b6

Nat han <cringed. oHardl vy.
rubbed his eyes. Why Dbiwed t h
have a connection with a company that gives tours in an exotic
|l ocation, I|Ii ke a volcano or s

OA volcano?6

He rolled h s eyes. oYou kno:
Somewhere dangerous. O

oWell , there is that Afric
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oPerfect. 6 With a nod, he
bl ank paper and wrote on it.

As he handed the paper to Tyler, henffiraised an
eyebrow. OYoudre not really

oOoWho owns this place?6

OFi ne. You win.o

OWhods next?6

Looking at his clipboard,
a thirtyfour-yearold widow-0

0OA wi d Nathantaslked. This day anage, he
expected either single or divorced for a woman in her thirties.

OHer husband was depl oyed

and didndét make it back. 6
00Oh. Thatds sad. How | on
0OThree years ago.edwdfkingt 6 s

hered
OAny ki ds?6
ONope. 6
oWhat el se do you hav on

good, but hedd found tha t h

l'iving with someone or does S
He caught a gl int of amus

Sheds andtcomptetely boring. She grew up in the

panhandle in Florida, got a &

and married her husband who was stationed at Eglin Air Force
Base. They were married for five years before they ended up
here at Offutt Air Forc®8ase. He got sent overseas and you
know the rest. Her parents s

Nat hands eyebrows furrowe:
her ?26

0 Not hi nagl cangell.f Sias ravel agent, has a
stellar rapporwith customers, and gets along with her co
wor kers. o
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0There has to be something

olf there is, youdll have
ready to see her?6

Nat han snapped his finger:
ugly. o

0Sheds aver agamazingl dusvardlyd s
repul sive about her . Sheos
average background, average |

Average didnotafterevedy sioi g
been through. oBring her in.

OAftemet hidmogoing to |l unc

OFi ne. We can al ways sor:

afternoon. 0

Though Tylergroaned, he nodded and opened the
office door to tell Amy to enter.

Nathan stood and was pleasantiprged by just how
0 a v e rsaWjaesén whkShe gave Tyler a nervous smile and
entered the room. Her shouldiemgth light brown hair was
tucked behind her ears. She
difficult to slip into bed with her to have that child he wanted.
She wore a pink long sleeligtsand black slacks. The clothes
didndét cling to her, but the)
thought she would do just fine...as long as the interview played
out as well as everything up to this point had.

0Pl ease have a sdefa herth sith e
before he sat down Ms\WatspniIc k e
see that you grew up in Florida. What was it like when you
were growing up?o

She frowned and shifted i1
this has to do with the pr omo

0 We linte,this $s a travel agency, | thought that your
background might make you better acquaintedta v e | . 0
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It was a lie, but it was one that she seemed to buy, for

she rel axed. 0ls the positio
o0oSomething |like that. & Ano
oln that <case, 10611 be hap
He hid his grin. He |1 ke

answer his question withouoaking it relevant to what the

0jobd would entail. She wasr

shedd be amadchhl tprge, was son
resist, it was a challenge.

OFl orida is a beautiful p |
t hat he guessed she gave all
can be as bright as snow at times, so | often recommend people
take suglasses along. The water is a clear blue with elements
of green i n eiFdrt.WaltorTBeach @&rexcadledh y
the Emerald Coast. Of course, the summers can be4umid

He cleared his throat, intentionally interrupting her.
0 Thank ymdslike a wonderfd place to visit. Did you
go to the beach often?o6

oOSur e. There are restaur
beaches, and for a small fee, you can rent a chair and umbrella
People can do lots of fun things there. They can build
sandcabte s |, play in the water, 0
nothing quite |ike a romanti c
of thing that would fit a get

He noted the nostalgic look in her eyes and the wistful
tone in her statement.ef®aps that was one of the things she
had done with her h u s blet het .
linger down memory landde picked up the paper and moved
onto the next question. 0 Wh
know people who might liketotré#&l He t hr ew t &
in since she caught him earlier trying to sneak in a question that
wasndt relevant to her job.
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She blinked, a
be honest, I dond
my way. O

oReal | y? Why not ?6

s 1 f surpri s
t believe ir

o0oBecause | think itds wror
want to refer someone my way, that is fine, but | never ask
them to do that. Dondét you
handle the aspect of attract.i
Her answer mpr essed hi m. He hz

guestion could be interpreted the way she did, but it told him
more about her than he hoped to glean. And that information
was all he needed to conclude that she would make an ideal
wife. But turning his atteofi to her question, he decided to
answer it. 0 Of cour se, I h a
word of mouth is more effective. Friends happen to have a
tremendous influence on where their other friends go for
business. 6

oMy friends a otderforadatesnpiah. u <

I have one friend who sell s
makeup. She doesndot try to
and when she went to a competing travel agency last year for
her crui se, | didndt stop her
He straigtge ned in his <chair. |
us?ao0
oOoWhy should she? The ot

di scount . ¢
He laughed. 01t s too bad you d
company. 0
oWell, you offer more pa
That made him laugh even harded. t 6 s good t
have one redeeming quality
She chuckl ed. ol tds not
some travel through this company. Most of them do buy
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tickets through here. But I
choose it.o

oOoBecausechoadr my mgr personali
through his stack and pulled out her statistics. He glanced at
her recor d asYouahave a bgitér @ysteneer
service reputation compared to the other employees on your
l evel. Are you aware of that

oNo. O

He looked back at the facts and figures written out on
the paper that he had Tyler make up for him on all the single
women in the company. In some ways, it would be a shame to
lose her as an employee. |If this was a business decision, sh
would get promotedBut t hi s wasndét a b
was a personal one. He needed a wife who would give him a
child much more than he needed to move a hard working
employee through the company ranks.

He collected another group of papers and handed them
t o h ecase |l dedde to hire you, | will need your signature
on a few pages. l'tds all m
pertinent to the new position

There was no need for her to read the ones underneath
that would give him permission to marry her byyprshould
the case arise. Hopefully,
learned long ago to cover all his bases.

She took the papers and started reading the top one,
which he purposely set up as a decoy. It was a detailed
explanation of what the maiket supervisor did. He
purposely made the font smaller in hopes it would slow her
down, and by the way she squinted, his ruse was working.

He pressed the button on his phoneciWwhwvas his
signal to Carmen He tapped his fingers on the desk as he
waitedfor his secretary to buzz for him. After a good thirty
seconds, his intercom finally buzzed.
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He pressed the buttow Y eCarmeR? 6

Inaboredtone hi s secretary sai
is something very important you need t6 do.

He got ready to pty but she beat him to it.

ON o . 't candt wlhenthe thoughito u
he heard her yawn. A60Ther e mu
Irritated, he shut off the intercom but replied, 6 | | I
right there.déd Boltindg@staendhies
handed her a pen. 0l need yoa
He lifted the papers enough for her to see the signature line.
ol ol I fildl in the dates and a
oWehAb, AmMy began wuncertainl
oPl ease, Ms . Wat son? I

at end. 6 He gave her t he best
muster and followed it up by what he hoped was a reassuring
smile.

ol ...&6 She glanced back a
With a shrug, she smiled and
everything.

Before she could read anything else, he grabbed the
papersoO Thank you for your ti me,
She frowned as she eased o
oYes. I only need a few
Now that he knew what to loorf And hanksto his exwife,
that was easy enough. He just needed someone who was th
complete opposite of her, and Amy was a startling contrast to
Veronica Just their names alone signified how the great the
gulf was between them. WHhieronicawas all things fag
and superficial, Amy struck him as simple and honest. And
simple and honest sdthim perfectly.

0Oh. Well, thank you. o
He wondered i f sheood be
realized exactly what her new role would be, but then he

10
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deci ded h e ondenobigh.n Thereowat nossense in
making the announcement until he had time to select her ring.
Instead, he led her oat his office OHave a goc
Wat son. 0O
Tyler rose an eyebrow but waited until she made it to
the elevator before turningtohim 0 You saw her
o0Yes. 6 He glanced at hi s

appointments. o0
Tyl er followed him as he
thatds the one you want?0
oYes. Sheds cute, donot vy
oDid you tell heriwhkRa&t her
He shrugged. 0Shedl | fi
retrievechi s j acket and sl ipped it
a wedding. O
Tyl er sighed. ol dll get r

As he departed, Nathan quickly dug out his
appointment book and sorted throughA week ought to be
enough time for Ms. Watson to get her things in order so she
could marry him. He penciled in tr&.2 There. Itwas
Memorial Day weekend. Thidsys before he had to get back
to work to meet with Jack Bently. Three days waty pif
time for him and Ms. Watson to enjoy a4inamieymoon.

He exited his office and told his secretary to call a
wedding receptionist, a florist, and to book the trip to Destin,
Florida. He figured that his new wife might like to introduce
him to hemparents.

As he finished concl udi ng
overwhelmed older woman, Tyler came up to him and shook
his head and told her, oO0OWhile
a clue. o

0 What wo man woul dnot be
money?0 Nathan aske

11
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00One who didnot ask for
peering up at him through her bifocals.

0Sheol | bé&él fFi ofef er Wheotb .il¢s

0That depends on who you a

ORight , 6 Tyl er added. o0Yo
Thewoman chuckled.

OHa ha, 6 Nathan sai d, hi d

on. |l dm f ami shed. Il ntervi e

|

pressed the elevatmutton and turned to Carmen 0 Oh
you to also order a dozen ros

She gavhim an exasperated look.

0OYou havedbumeitepli ved. Th
of time to make those phone calls.

Once he and Tyler stepped into the elevator, she called
out , oOYoudre right. I 61 | j L
doctor aboutthdt ungus . 6

He gasped.

Tyler laughed

oltds athletes foot, 6 Natl

some cream to clear it wup.©6
0Thatdéll teach you to mess
oWel |, I guess she deser ve

she better notyelledhsk that she coad hbaa b i
him.

While the doors closed, she pretended to yawn.

He sighed. Considering how well she did her job, he
figured heod iijastthishometime fBesidésh e
he had his future to wuwntliMayk at
28",

12
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Chapter Two

(0) |6|W did it go?6 Danielle Pe
travel agency which was a good six blocks from the Rudolph
headquarters.

Amy puther puseon her desk and sat in her chair
Tucking her hair behindhereathy e s hrugged, oI
think it went alright, but part of me thinks that my answers were
dumb. 6

o0OYou always think you do
what youdre striving for.o

0Thatds the strange thing.
for this promot o n . 6

ol guess the higher ups s
service report. o6 Danielle sic
wateroLucky me. | wayeftbeirfg &asagte t
all the time. o

Amy | aughed. 00Oh come on.

0l domowt kThere was Murphy

oYeah, but Murphy was <cr a:

into the system and magically change the price of an airline

13
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ticket. 6 She |l ogged into her
wanted to pay?o
0$100 for a rourmdtrip tick
oLi ke | said, he was crazy
Danielle giggled. 0OYeah,

rattled up so bad thattook my husband giving me a back rub,
a foot rub, andh hot bubble bath before | was able to calm
down. ¢

Amy smil ed and Am heveo khoughe r |
the two day shopping spree Wwe

oWel | , I admit that hel ped

A woman with two children walked into the agency.

0Go on to |l unch. I grabb
back, 6 Amyftoeddherobébklt take

Danielle eagerly picked wu
argue with the one who was in

Amy playfully rolled her eyes. The ordeal would have
meant more if she knew exactly what this new job Alhs.
shedd gotten was an emai l fr
board membeiswhoever they weiiehad taken a look at her
job performance and thought she might qualify for a job
promoti on. I't didndt say whe
were rumors dlating around that a position in marketing had
just opened upnd that seemed to fall in line with what little
shedd read on the papers Natl
marketing jolzould be fun.

Pushing her questions aside, she stood up and
approache them 0Good afternoon. M

The mother nodded. oYes.
go on a cruise.6 She glanced
said theydd watch these two ¢

14
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0Then it really is a vacatf
you come this way, I 61 | see
woman to her desk and got down to business.

*k%k

The afternoon passed by uneventfully, and just as Danielle and
Amy were about to close the agency for the day, Mr. Rudolph
walked into the pte, followed by Mr. Jackson.

Daniell eds eyes widened as

Amy knew what the look her friend was giving her
meant and Amyds heart did cr a:
gotten the job. After all, the president of the compahy @ t
pay a personal visit just to
hire herButst i I | , why woul d Mr . Ru
send her an email or have Tyler do that?

Mr. Rudolph walked up to Amy, a pleasant smile on his
handsome face. Hmtended his hand to her, and despite her
surprise, she shook it. 0Co
clear out your desk since you no longer work here. You have
been chosen. o

Danielle gave her a thumbs up sign.

Amy smil ed. 0 T h a ndctly whatu |,
is the new job?6 She coul dné
shedd be getting herself into

oYou wi ||l be my wife. o

Daniell eds jaw dropped and

Amy stood there in shock, just shaking his hand.
oTake this wedKK tup @dgroet ttyh
He released her hand and pull
need to ask me any questions beforeghey@u can reach me
at that number . o

15
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oDondt forget the email e
added.

0Oh, ri ght you arercertainly weléomg to
emai | me t oo. Now, | dondot w
| took care of all the wedding arrangements, including the ring.
There is one thing youdll nee
the dress. Just tell whateveddd shop you go to that | sent
you and theyol |l send the Dbildl
big to do, so | will send a
married at my house. Feel free to invite whoever you want. |
will have my secretary giiynore deitls i n a pack:

putting together. Hopefully, that will be on your doorstep
tomorrow before noon. o

Daniell e, who haptnsilithadtherd g e
jaw loweredh shock.

Mr. Jackson just shooke hi s
this was happening.

And when Amy returned her gaze to Mr. Rudolph, she
realized that bee Hevwwas asdserious ask i
could be. And not only was he serious, but he was grinning at
her as if he had just announced that she won the |otéet;.
she was going to put a stop to this before it got out of hand.

ONo, 6 she said.

He bl inked. ONo what ?6

0l dm keeping my job here. o

oOoBut i1itds against company
you work for me. o

OWhi ch is a good or eeahsiosn owh

0 Of cour se, I can. Il n c.
i mplications of marrying me,

OFire me?6

16
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00Or you can quit. Either
unempl oyment package to your
checkingaccunt and everything. o

Her cheeks grew hot. ol
account . o

Danielle finally closed her jaw and mouthed the words,
Heds rich.

Amy already knew that, but
have an agreement. | will not marry you. ked&p working
here. o

Hi s eyebrows rose in surpr

oBecause | dondét |i ke bei:
|l &m an adul t . |l &m not a chil
me . 0

0OBut you candt do better t

Behind him, Tyler groanetbok off his glassesand
rubbed his eyes.

Amy glared at Nathaf.all, dark, good looking...and an
egotobootldl 6 m surpmidbsedupodoucdab n
and drag me back to your <cave

oDo you really prefer such

o0l domdw wkat youdre doing

Hi s eyes grew wide. ol ju

Crossing her arms, she sai
thereds nothing you can do th

0OBut the arrangements are
evm got tickets to visit your

OMy parents are in on this

oNo. They daore@tntknndvaty eme
themonour honeymoon. 6

oFeel free to go, but | wi
she grabbed her purse andmgpoe d p ast hi m.
Dani el l e. Letds get out of |

17
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b u tLike ndy fooReally. The nerve! How dare he treat her as
if she were an object he could purchase from a store?
Congratulations, indeed! The man wag adil She reached

the door, turned and reali zec

her spot. oDaniellel! o
Danielle bit her | ower | i

you dondt want to at | east th
oDanielle, 6 Amy growl ed.
0Okay. | danielle gawei Mr.Rudbdlph 2nd

Mr. Jackson a timid smile before she took her purse and joined
her friend.

oThi s i s ridiculous, 6 N a
bewi |l der ed. 0l 6ve chosen yo
intention of marrying you. 6

Fighting theurge to scream, Antlgrew the door open
and hurriecdbutside.] dve chosen you, Ms .
intention of marryinghy@ihad a lot of nerve!

Danielle had to rYooknow! k e e
dondt mean to pry

0Good. T Aney meactied heb ¢ar add shoved
her key into the lock.

oBut he is rich...and gorg

0Therebfs more to a man th
how he |l ooks. 6

0True. But you could have
money he makes. Think of all the shoppingespyou can
have, and you dondt even have

oYou candt be serious. o

Danielle shrugged. ol f i
it. o

She rolled her eyes and yanked her car door open.
OAnd | thought you had standa

18
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ol do. | f stanalards. Ljké reahdiagnona
instead of a cubizirconium. Real gold instead of the fake
stuff. Spas, clothes that have labels | could actually show the

public, fancy restaurants.
Amy jumped into her seat andnsmed the door.
Rol Il ing down her wi ndow, s h
di sappoint me, Danielle. o
oWhat ? Why ? Do you reall
your | ife from paycheck to pa
ol dll see you tomorrow. O
OAl right. Try noto to get

Amy caught sight of Mr. Rudolph talking to Mr. Jackson
as they left the agency. She resisted the urge to run the rat ove
and sped away in the opposite direction.

*k%k

The next day, Amy returned to work, relieved when she saw
that her stuff wastill there on her desk. Good.

oHey, girl, 6 Danielle call
backroom with a coffee cup 1in
oYeah. 6 Amy placed her p u
down. She turned on heeerthec om

nerve of our boss. o

She shrugged and sat down, still holding the cup in her
hands. oYou know, you shou
interviewed almost every single woman in his company, and he
picked you. o

She roll ed hneer. Geyes. oYay
Giggl i ng, she added, oO0That
know it. Youdre stildl attrac
oLi ke I gmeei.d,6 6Yay for

19
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OMust you be so negative?
spend the rest of your life enjoying his money. | bet you could
buy a car for ehcday of the week. Why, you could probably
head out to Paris just becaus

0Too bad you dmarried a tea
oYou know | woul dnoét give
oYeah. I know, but I al
Rudolphinaheat beat i f you were sin

She didndt deny it, which

The door opened and in walked a delivery man. He
held an envelope and looked at their nameplates. Then he went
over to Amy. 0OAre you Amy Wa

Amy could tell that Darlle was biting back a sarcastic
retort. How could the man look at her nameplate and then ask

her t hat guestion? But Amy
amused expression and nodded.
0This is for you. dMerlah  y ¢

electronic clipboard.

She hesitated for a moment but finally signed it.

0Thank you. o6 He handed her

After he left, she opened it.

oOoWhods it from?dé Danielle
coffee.

0 Mompson & Thompson Law Firm

Danel | ed6s eyes grew wide a
chair. 0ls someone suing you

ol donot think so.06 Appre
document and started reading it. Color drained from her face.
0Oh no. o

oWhat ?6 Daniell e | eamabatd f
to watch whether or not her winning team would get a
touchdown.
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o | canot believe he did t
seat, her heart racing in a mixture of anger and horror.

oDid what?!d She jumped ufy
spilled fromhec up, she di dndt seem t

0This candét be | egall!o

oWhat ? What candt be | ega

Amy glanced from her friend to the document and
flipped through the pages so she could make sure she

understood it right. Thi s cc
s ck and twisted joke! oHe j
Danielle finally put the cup down and loudly groaned.
owill you please tell me alre
OMr. Rudol ph married me by
She gasped, her eyes bulging out even more, wijch A
didndt think was possible. (o

0ls there another Rudol ph?

0But how did he do that?é

0l d o n bButheHith 6 w,

0 Wo wDadielle took the licensand stared at it.
oWow! 6

0 Wo w? Il s that all you can

oWell .. .1l gnteasho. . . TWow! 6 s |

Amy groaned and rubbed her eyes. How could her day
get any worse?

As if on cue, two men came into the agency.

0ls there an Amy Rudol ph
asked.

OAmy what?0 she nearly scr

Daniellé the traitofi pointed at her

The men approached her, making her take a step back.
They were tall and strong. What did Mr. Rudolph do? Hire
goons to drag her to his home?

oMadam, hereds your noti ce
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ONotice for what?06 she der
envelope he held out.

OYouodore fired. 6

The color drained from her

0As of eight o6cloék thiasrt
policy for you to work for \
hi m Wedve been ordered to c

0 Wow, 6 D aagaineduridiag skoakedd
The walls were closing in on Amy was getting hard
to breathe. She shook her head, unable to believe this was

really happening. She pinch
having a nightmare.
oWedl | take t hesedetnhcen,gés

man said as he started putting her things into an empty
cardboard box.

Amy stamped her foot on t
to him!o

The other man shrugged as he took her name plate and
threw it into the trasb a n . O0We | usybuward r k
to work this out, youdll have

0 | fust as soon take a walk br oken gl as
grabbed her purse before the goons could takel itook the
marriage licendeom Danielle. Then she stormed out of the
building.

Danielle ran after her. 0

0l dm going straight it o
this up right in front of his

oWai t! o Daniell e grabbed
around oLetds think this th

0l dm not ea atya nhgi nfma.r.riif t h

00Oh, of course, you wonaodt .
your shoes. 0

oDanielle. 6 Her voice held
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Daniell e shot her an apol
meant was that while you are the very hyelits. Rudolph,
you should do what rich wives

0oSorry. |l ©&m not i ntereste
oONo. Not that. Look, whe
candt spend it?6
oOYou want me to go shoppin
oSur e. That 61 1 s h o wjurjp, i m!
I 61 | be happy to come and hel
as possible. o6 Danielle clapp
0OAnd think of all the damage
0That s exactly what he we
hi s money,e heéa@ltl to mean | wal
00Oh come on, Amy. I reall
oOYou cheed nloot tub. o6
OFine. 6 She rolled her =eye
owWell, youdll have to keerg

married to Hi mtd tAmyHeplcaamebatt .
me to thigd

Her friend groaned, her st
have enough f

0l dm not touching a cent
money. 0

OWho do you think pays you

oPai d. | n c acede | ngwoqualifh f@rv e n
unempl oyment checks. 6 Amy r ec¢
door.

OAt | east get a new car fii
|l ast |l eg. o

Amy gl anced at her rusty
were made to |l astddos &he 1T ghbr
into her seat. ol ol I cal l y
out . o
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Danielle sighed. OAl right
serious fun first.o

Pretending she didnot hea
and headed favir . Ruadfficd. p h 0 s
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Chapter Three

certainly gl ad

e
S mother said.
il ed i nto the pho
e i ng you sooner . o0
) how Amy i s. She
S, Sso itdés not a su

re just surprised sh
0She i dn &t ? Oas hedearfectbaak mdisgl <
office chair.

She <chuckl ed. OWho&hebds
alwaydeen a private persoBut ae you sure you want to pay
for our tickets? Wecahd or d it . O

00Oh, I wouldnét think of i
you. ltds the | east we can
gracious about it. o

oWell , alright. o

The door to his office flung open and there stood an
irate Amy, holding the document that couldly dme their
marriage license
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0l just got a business cal
send you an email about the t
0Okay. Tel | Anayn 6tth ama ihte rt
He glancedip uneasily as Amy stormed otehim,
l ooking I|i ke a bull heading
He quickly hung up and smil ec
somet hing bothering you?5¢6
OHow coul dlleg, ovavingithe pdper in yrant

of hi m. 0Ol dm not something vy
He glanced out the doorway where his secretary grinned
knowingly at him. So much for loyalty! He turned his attention
back to his annoyed |byou tdat .
youdre cute when youdre angry

Amybds face became red, an
smokec omi ng out of her ears. o]
0 Oh, liwent to €olorado yesterday and made it
happen. o
oBut | didndt go with you.
ol d o ah Yot to goeweth me.Someone stood in
your plac®

0OBut you need my permiss
permi ssion to marry me by proao

He pulled out the papers
been there before. 0See for
She gasped as she readctirgents of what she really
signed. oYou. ../ I was told

oYou di d. You signed wup t

oNo, Il didnot! I signed
with marketing!o

00Oh that. Somehow, tmat
there. 6

She gunted and tore the paperyp . ol dondt
these say 't candt be | egall!lo
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Ol teschadt matter wbcamerdwilb u s
hold up i n cour tkdbawddend jpaklodt e d
more papers ol h a v e, sorfgel fleemo teac thgsd e <
upt oo. 6 Thenouhtgherhel d t hem

She stampedehfoot on the floor and grunted

He Dblinked. ol di dnodt re
about thisvholething. You know what you need? A day at the
spa. | t66 IHe rpeullalxe dy ohui.s wal | e

and handed her a credit card.
Go out and treat yourself. Take along that friend of yours too
if you want. Make a day of i
She screamed, threw the card on the floor anghstb
on it.
His eyebrows rose. He thought she might be upset, but

he didndt realize shedd go ba
Tylercame t o hi's door way, I
someone dying?a6
ONo, 6 Nathan called out.

jitters. o
She stopped stonmg on the card and glared at him.

ONewl ywed jitters?o6
OLook, you just need to gl
l earn to |i ke me. Il promi se
oBel i eve me, Mr . Rudol ph,
opinion of you.©o
oNat han. o
She lookedtsar t | e d. oWhat ?0
OMy name is Nathan. Mr .

under me call me. However, youreme my equal. Therefore,
you may address me as Nat han.

Tyler groanednd rolled his eyesSmawmth, Nate. Real
smoot h. o
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oOWhat 2?6 Nat hdand what the problenu n d
was. It wasnot l'i ke he marr
cold dungeon somewher @verthel t
head and told heshe was now his slave. He was lifting her
from the low level job she had and exaltingdhret position
of hiswife. What was wrong withat?

Shegl anced at Tyl er. oYou

0OAnd | warned him that thi
said.

OThemroe domseed to get toldher.i nv

0| Bigrboss. Tyldras t o do what | say.
She huffed. OAnd | suppos
say too?6
oWel I, it woul d be nice, o
|l east, it would make things e
oLetds get one thing strai
0The documdrmterwi cswee D
o0Thatds a simple fix. | 01
He gasped and straight ene
Why ?6

After rolling her eyes, she turned to leave.
He leaned forward and pressed a button on his phone.
0Get security up here. o

Shespuon her heel and turne
are you doing?6

OKeeping you from making a

Tyl er | ooked at the amused
get rid of all the sharp obj e

Thewomars hook her head.todoo She
whatever she will .o

OWi thout him, thereds no c
She loudly sighed and stood up. As she passed Amy,
she placed a hand on her shoulder and whispered something.
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Nat han frowned. oOWhat are
Sheshrugged and itnhnoncge not |y
Right. Nothing. As if he believed that one. But for the
moment, he coul dndtThdrfedd i
to remove anything from my o
celebrate the day with my wif
oWhat ?6 Amy screamed.
0CebhebPd t lmskedsecretary
oOYoudre nuts, 6 Tyler added
He waved his hand. OTher e
0l dm not going anywhere w
arms in open defiance. Her jaw jutted out and she narrowed
her eyes at him.

00Oh, t hame sinee yaur parents will be arriving
here tomorrow.dé He | ogged of
briefcase.

OMy parents?déd Her face gr
parents?o6

oYes. They sound I ike 1o
from the time | spenton¢h phone with them.

She gasped. OYou were tal
here?o

00f course. You know, t he
you were married. They wond
were dating again. o

Tyler groaneadnd left the office | give up Carmen
arrange for Nateds funeral .o

The secretanyodded and ran to the phone.

Nat han sighed. OThereds n

Carmenglanced at Amy who practically had steam
coming out of her ear s. OTF

picked up the phone.
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The elevator door opened and the security guard

emerged from it. 0ls there a
Nat han turned to Amy. ol
you, but 1 6d rather do it at
0l d6m not going homeplwacteh &
oYdady our own pl ace. 0
Car men spoke i nto the p h
purchase a buri al pl ot by the
0 What do ylmadmymeawn Ipl ace’”
demanded.
ol took the | iberties of

soonast he agency opened thds m

didndt want you to worry abo

all your stuff by yourself.
oThank you?06 she snapped.
Carmen drummed her finger

know.Do you have a tombstone in
0l dm not going home with
at the guard. OAre you going

The guard winced and shot a pleading look at Nathan.
Nathan sighed. Obviously, Amy had a shgétsion to
t his marri age. OAl right.
everything when her parents come in. And they sounded
excited too. | really hate to disappoint parents, especially since

mi ne are no |l onger alive. oo
O0Whdyondét you just call the
0OTheydre excited to see yoc

|l et them see their only chilc

| &m not thrilled with the ide
|3

0Then 0l lIc acnaclell .tbhem and
His eyebrows rose. By the way her parents talked, he
knew they were close to her,
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heart to tell them to stay 1in
and motioned to the phone.

She marched overto it and pidhkt up.0 Don o6t t hi
wondt do it. o

0Oh, I have no doubt vyoud
and watcld in amusement. She really was cute. In a lot of
ways, she was pretty, especially when her cheeks were flushe
and her haislightly out of place.

She narrowed her eyes at him, as if gauging whether he
mocked her or not. Then she dialed the number and stared
straight ahead at the wall.

He glanced at his secretary who also waited to see what

shedd do. Hi s gaze f elcétedt o
that the man could go, which he did.

Amy <c¢cl eared her throat. C
yes. Well , you see. .. What ?

The corner of Nat hands mo
liked her parents and wanted to meet them.

After a momentihethAreng Shedhi
up.

He glanced at Carmen whose eyes nearly bugged out of
her head. And his secretary
He shot her a triumphant look, but she rolled her eyes and
returned to the phone.

0So0o we are gbihbetai bport
askechis new wifén interest.

Amy spun around and shot |
think for a minute this means

o | dondt need to think it.

o | me an, dondt think wedr e

0Ofoue se not . 6

o | dondt care much for t he

His eyes widened innocentyWh at t one ? 0
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She stormed up to him and placed her hands on her
hips, not seeming to be disturbed by the fact that he stood
nearly a foot tahlen haharmsale
won. You havendt won. Thi s

0That remains to be seen. g

She grunted and brushed past him.

ORemember, al | your t hing
home. If you feel inclined, you may take my limo. | can call if
you wif . 6

She pressed the elevator L
home. O

ONot today then. 6

She loudly groaned as the elevator doors opened. She
stepped into it and pressed the button to go down.

ol hope you have a good |
airpotb mor row afternoon, 6 he cal

The doors closed as she scowled at him.

His secretathung wup the phone ar
are asking for it.éo

0Shedl |l get over it. | & m

0That depends on who you a

Deciding to ignore the remark,reéurned to his office
and shut the door.
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Chapter Four

Amy grumbl ed as she pull ed

She never felt so miserable in her entire life. Her parents were
due to come into towtomorrow, thinking that she wanted to
be married, and to add insult to injury, slas homeless.

Nat han, she |l earned, didndt g
own game. Shedd find a way
thing she did.

Groaning,she left the bathroom and pakske two
screaming kifisone two and one foiarin the hallway until
she reached the spare bedroom.

Danielle fluffed a pillow on the bed and smiled at her.

oDondt |l et it get you down. 6

OHow can | not ? played. |h o me
donodt know how |1 dm gbroghit®
took off herwat ch and placed it on

this have to happen to me?56

Danielle stood up straight and placed a hand on her hip.
oOYoudre not t hartied to ang of thé fichest Y
men in Nebraska.
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She rolled her eyes. oDon
00Oh come on, Amy . Il tds n
you insist on getting out of the marriage, turn your parents
against him. No man wantslfimws he candt st
Randy was miserable before |

starttreatinghimi ght . 6
0l guess thatdd be worth a
oYou mean, youdre going to
oWhy not ? What have | go
0

el se he can do t me . 0

Daniellesr ugged. Ol itigashametonot
waste all that money. Are you sure yomdt want t
whol e O0spend as mu c h of hi s
afternoond idea?bd

OMoney wonodt faze hi m. H
doesnot even +atwt eérh.i ngBunti ghh
pulled back the sheet and comforter and slippethanteed as

some ideas came to her. OThi
need your help. 6
She blinked in surprise.
0OYou can help me convince
j er k. Here. 6 She pattmaked he
pl an! é
o0Does this plan involve a
Realizing that a bargain would solidify the deal, Amy
relented. OAl right. 't 1incl

She squealed and sat down

*k%k

Nathan arrived early the airport and wonder&dAmy would
come.He di dnot know enough abo
stayed the previous night, nor did he want to snoop on her. In
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ti me, shedd come around. H
women needed time to absorb a shogkd she, obviously,
just needed .ti mend sTuraeldys, adh
parents. During that time, he could find a way to smooth out
the rough patches in their marriage.

Yep, it was just a matter of time before she admitted she
was glad he picked her.

People began emerging out of tlie.glle straightened
as he and the others who expected loved ones to come off the
plane waited down the cornigmast the security personnel who

manned the scanner s. l'tdd be
with parents. F r o md fattel ok then g 1
phone, he was confident that
seemed like nice, normal people glanced around the airport
agai n, wondering if Amy wasn:
after all

Turning his attention back to the sea sSpagers, he
caughtsight ofa man wearing a Hawaiian shirt and straw hat.
He had a white mustache and a big smile. A chuckle rose in his
throat. That had to be her father. Her mother said he always
wore those clothes when he traveled anywhere. iidedccia
made him feel young. Surprisingly, her mother wore a nice light
green pant suit. She wore her light blond hair back with a clip
at the nape of her neck.

I n Nat hands opinion, t he
mi smatched. T h ey gkdtdgetbet at dll,o o k
though by the way they talked to each other, they looked like
two newlyweds in love. A flicker of envy swept over him.
What was it like to experience that kind of ldba@ not luilt
on possessioms service but on mutual resped &iendship.

Pushing aside the longing, he stepped forward and
extended his hand as they app
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Her father was the first
name with a face. Marge and | are glad to meet you. If our
littlegirlc hose you, then you ought

Her mother laughed and nudged her husipathe side
before she reached out to sh
dondt embarrass hi m. l'tds a

0The pl eas udusasiNatharathoughtiie n e
liked themalready

OWherebds Amy?6 Terry | ooke

oWel | ,idy oNuatsheaen began.

oMomad! o

Nathan stopped and turned his attention to Amy who

appeared as i f shedd just run

She was out direath with her hair in disarray around
her shoul der s. She hugged h
were due in at four.o

0 Wh a Nazhan remembered telling her what time her
parents would be in.

Amy turned to him and sho
you return any of my phone calls@sked you when | needed
to come. | know yourmeeting ran londut these are my
parents. o0

In that instant, he understood her ploy. Yes, she was
still mad thathefored her to marry hi m.
the position he was in by letting thasgeaballs throw him off

guard Putting on a contrite e
di d, honey. 6 He pulled his ¢
slapped his forehead.1 f or got to turn th
sweetheart. o Looking at her
expression, he added, 0They
when youdre in a meeting. o6

Amyds jaw dropped.
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Her father patted him on the should&r.No har m

thats o n . 't was an honest mi si
Amy . 0The point is youdre bo
Her mother <cl apped her har
dondt they make such a wonder
0They sure do. A fine | oo
Crigs averted, Nathan smiled and put his arm around
Amyds shoul der s. oWel |, | & m
incredi bl e woman. You two di

Her parents grinned at each other.

Nathan turned his gaze to Amy and smiled.

She,n turn, scowled at hibefore she flung his arm off
her shoul ders and took her p

get your Jluggage and take yo
exhausted after the |l ong flig
0OActually, honey, wiotuhr upsa

Nathan cheerfully announced, waiting to see if she could wiggle
her way out of coming to live with liimat least while her
parents were around.

00h, we dondt want to i mpo
ORight, 6 Amy agreed.
OWhods i mpos ienbgdPfooms, land Hoarv e
arendt even being used. Il t &
There, Nathan decided, that settled it. Not only would she have
to stay in his house but shed
00Oh, well, i f youdifbtlysidsur e,
00f cour se, wedre sure, o
and thereds no reason why we
ol candot argue with that |

Amyds face grew red as S
Nat hands di rgeocetl it and ,motibnadt for the |
escal ator scamiThe wnasgpage . 0
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He led the way, content to listen to her parents telling

Amy things | i ke, o0ltds good t
oYoudre |l ooking good. 0, and
before What i1Is there to do her

Since Amy seemed to be at a loss for words, Nathan
decided to awer their last questiorAs they stepped off the

escal ator, he sai d,ions, @Gapentiirey h ¢
on what you likéo do. Do you prefer anythgnlike museums,
gol f courses, nature trails,

00o0o0h, |l 8d | ove to do s ome
stated.

ol do qui t e We sHouldt playAfe yogio | f
any good®

Her mot her oob?alegrayewkar clothesEo
bright yoneed singlasses but he can hol d |

oWhat s wrong with my <cl ot

oYour speci al gol fing <clo
mind bright orange with yellow stripes and pea green soup
pants. 6

0Those are lucky colors. o6
She rolled her eyes htuckled. As they neared the
l uggage, she told Nathan, o1&

zoo. Amy mentioned the zoo. She went there when she first
got here. é

0They have an | MAX there,
asked.

0They do, 6 Na ttddAamy wssagoirn to F
contribute anything. She looked much too upset to add
anything to the conversation.

ol want to see something
matter what it is. That Bernie Phillips got to see the aquarium
show at an IMAX and said it was anazing experience. |
want to know what all the hoo
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They reached the conveyer belt and waited for the
buzzing sound to announce the luggage was ready to come theil
way.

oWell, thereds plenty of t
Nathan said ol coll ectéd some bro
00Oh hey, youdre in the tr
father | aughed and tapped hi ¢

have as a guide through Omaha than odindora w ? 6

Nat han coul dndt be sure bl
grumbl e come from Amyds thr o
smalloher back and parénisarp grgat ¥qu 0
have nothing to worry about.

Amy refused to make eye contact with him so he gave
her a quick pat aime behind before he directed his attention to
the suitcases, pretending he
surprise.

OWhich ones are yours?d6d Na

OMy suidtac&kseliue with bl ac
replied. 0OAnd his is a big r

ORed is easy to pick out,
proud of his choice in suitcases.

Nathan found both pieces of luggage and grabbed them
as they passed oy the conveyor lte OAre you tw

OFami shed. 6 Terry patted h

n |

0Great, 6 Amy sudde y spok
eat while you get back to wo
explained, OHeds tied to his
home.Someti mes he doesndt even
stays in his office doing off

Office things? Nathan shook his head. Boy, she was
really reaching for things to make him offensive to her parents.
Fortunately, he had the perfect rebuttall hat was be
came into my life, honeld o w | have a reasot
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Then he took her hand in his
my favorite restaurant . | ho
OYou made reservations?06 h
00Otour se, I did. 6 Nathan
stepped forward. He t ook her
with his free hand. oMy car

Amy practically dug her heels into the floor, but he
managed to pullt hmy awmngar . @

oOYoudre stildl driving tha
her a good look.

Ol t otwattmngt 1t ds my car . o

0But you have access to m
you get another one?bd

0l dve had Ol d Snoopy for t

He blinked.0 Ol d Snoopy?6

Her mothes hot Amy a knocweshg gr
| earned to drive, sheds made

0She gets that from me, 6 h

Nat han coul dndt i magine w

hold onto a car that | ong if
worse off than he thought. He figured that he just did her a big
favor by marrying her. Now she could get a decent car. It was
definitely ime she got Bew Snoopy

0l dm going in my <car, 6 Am
her hand from his.

He finally relented and let her hand go, though it pained
him to do so. He 1| i ked touc
with us?§¢6

OMy parentdh anen o6ri de wi

Her mother wrinkled her nc
your car is small. | could barely fit my suitcase in there the last
time | visited you. o
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Nathan took that as his cue. There was no way he was
going to let Amy get a hold her of parents withom

around. .. at | east not yet. ‘
turned to her parents. ol he
fit your |l uggage and three mo
0That sounds much more fea
Witha huff and a roll of he
nobody | ikes my car. o
ol ndg t hat we donodt i ke
began. oltds just ... We | |
0ltds easier to fit | ugthamg e
t wo sacks Tohfe ng rsohcee rh vegsg edd A my
honey. We just dondét | ove yo
Nathan told her the restaurant he and her parents were
going to. 0The reservation i
oOWhy?546 her f ag hi® eyebraves kaadd ,
|l ooked at his daughter. ol s

to be?d
Amy glanced from Nathan to her mother and then to

her dad. She | et out a def ea
0Great! We 61| | see you th
Old Snoopynakes it. 6 He | aughed to
oHa ha, é she sarcastically

Nathan thought he noted a trace of a grin on her face.
That was good. Her parents were just the thing to ease her into
the transition of their marriage. Yep, invitmgm up there
was the best thing hédeeeer hdi
He kissed her on the cheek, noting how nice she smelled.
Whatever perfume she wore, it had a gentle, unassuming scent
That was so muchklie how he t hwhemghet S
interviewed her. Now, the key was to convince her that being
married to him was a good thing.
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Chapter Five

Amy stormed back to her <car

of the garage that Nathan had parked his. As she neared het
dear, sweet cdbanielle looked up from her book and quickly
got out.

oOWhat happened?596

OForget it My parents ar
rather go in his.& Amy crosse

Danielle adjusted her shirt which left little to the
imagination sinchhse 6 d p ur p osze tooysmallhldes e n
tattered shorts and heels completed the horrendous look that
she and Amy had carefully planned the night before. Danielle
popped her gum and shrugged.

| over next thmegtbheregdgsonome
oltds all his fault, éd Amy
attention as Danielle opened
wi pes from it. ol didndt as
didndt ask to be married. o
oYeah, married to a guy wh
your parents. What a cur se.
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